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NCEA Level 3 Agricultural and Horticultural Science

Conditions of Assessment
	

General Information

	Subject Reference
	Agricultural and Horticultural Science

	Domain
	Science

	Level
	3


	

Conditions of Assessment 

These Conditions provide guidelines for assessment against internally assessed Achievement Standards. Guidance is provided on: 
· specific requirements for all assessments against this Standard 
· appropriate ways of, and conditions for, gathering evidence 
· ensuring that evidence is authentic. 

Assessors must be familiar with guidance on assessment practice in learning centres, including enforcing timeframes and deadlines. The NZQA website offers resources that would be useful to read in conjunction with these Conditions of Assessment. 

The learning centre’s Assessment Policy and Conditions of Assessment must be consistent with NZQA’s Assessment Rules for Schools with Consent to Assess. This link includes guidance for managing internal moderation and the collection of evidence. 

Gathering Evidence 

Internal assessment provides considerable flexibility in the collection of evidence. Evidence can be collected in different ways to suit a range of teaching and learning styles, and a range of contexts of teaching and learning. Care needs to be taken to allow students opportunities to present their best evidence against the Standard(s) that are free from unnecessary constraints. 

It is recommended that the design of assessment reflects and reinforces the ways students have been learning. Collection of evidence for the internally assessed Standards could include, but is not restricted to, an extended task, an investigation, digital evidence (such as recorded interviews, blogs, photographs, or film), or a portfolio of evidence. 

Effective assessment should suit the nature of the learning being assessed, provide opportunities to meet the diverse needs of all students, and be valid and fair. 

Ensuring Authenticity of Evidence  

Authenticity of student evidence needs to be assured regardless of the method of collecting evidence. This must be in line with the learning centre’s policy and NZQA’s Assessment Rules for Schools with Consent to Assess.  

Ensure that the student’s evidence is individually identifiable and represents the student’s own work. The evidence must be an accurate reflection of what the student independently knows and can do, according to the Standard being assessed. This includes evidence submitted as part of a group assessment, evidence produced outside of class time or without assessor supervision, and evidence produced with any use of generative artificial intelligence tools (GenAI). GenAI use should be carefully considered in the context of the Standard being assessed and its Conditions of Assessment, discussed with students before the assessment, and its use must be acknowledged. For example, an investigation carried out over several sessions could include:   
· teacher guidance on the nature and extent of acceptable GenAI use, if any  
· assessor observations and conversations  
· meeting with the student at set milestones or checkpoints  
· the student’s record of progress, such as photographic entries or any GenAI prompts used. 


Specific Information for Individual Internal Achievement Standards

	Achievement Standard Number
	91528 Agricultural and Horticultural Science 3.1

	Title
	Carry out an investigation into an aspect of a New Zealand primary product or its production

	Number of Credits
	4

	Version
	1



Collection of Evidence:
This standard involves an agricultural and horticultural investigation requiring the gathering of primary data on an aspect of a primary product or its production appropriate to New Zealand Curriculum Level 8.

An investigation of product attributes will include either several attributes or one attribute over time.

The data collection method should include the following detail:
· for a fair test: the independent variable and its range, the measurement of the dependent variable and the control of some other key variables
· for a pattern seeking or modelling activity: the data to be collected, the range of data/samples, and consideration of some other key factors.

Students collect primary data.  Students may make changes to their initial method as they work through the investigation.  Data may be collected in small groups.

A field trip to a producer may provide a context for gathering primary data for this investigation. Evidence may be gathered over an extended period of time.

Students may work in small groups or individually depending on the nature of the investigation and the resources available. The teacher needs to ensure that there is evidence that each student has met all aspects of the standard.

The context of the investigation should be consistent with Agricultural and Horticultural Science Teaching and Learning Guide. 

The provision of a common context for all students is permissible.

The teacher/assessor may determine the time allowance for the assessment as this is dependent on the context being used.

A checklist of requirements for completion of the investigation should be provided to students by the teacher/assessor.

Once planning/trialling is complete, each student’s plan should be reviewed by the teacher/assessor before any practical work is begun. 


	Achievement Standard Number
	91529 Agricultural and Horticultural Science 3.2

	Title
	Research and report on the impact of factors on the profitability of a New Zealand primary product

	Number of Credits
	6

	Version
	1



Collection of Evidence:
A field trip to a grower may provide some evidence related to the profitability and production.

Further information may be gathered from both primary and secondary sources on both aspects.

Suggested approaches to presenting the report include:
· a written report
· a PowerPoint presentation
· a photo story presentation
· an oral presentation incorporating the use of visual aids
· a video presentation e.g. documentary-style report incorporating relevant interviews
· or any suitable combination of the above.

It is intended that each student will select a primary product that is accessible and of interest to them.

The role of the teacher is to guide and support the student throughout the research.
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